8/12/95 


Ms. Lally V/eyriiouth 
The \/asldnc;ton Post 
11130 113 St., mi 
Vfashihgton, DC 20071 

Dear Hs. V/eymouth, 

Your today* s "China Take-Out" reminds me of a bit of liiwstory tli^.t may interest you 
and tlv. t could be a good source if you k-iou aiiyono v;ho may develop an interest in the 
sLibgect for an article o^a thesis. 


In the early lO';)Os there was a Senate investigation of the munitions industry. I-Iy 
e#ie was its assistant editor. I then worked for Pierre DuPont *s morning paper, Delaware *s 
only morning papdr^ the Wilmington tlorning Hews. 

^t was for J.P. Ilorgan’s api^earance before tJiat comr.dttee tliat Ivy -^ee had a woman 
midget sit in his lap. 

Pierre DuPont was abso subpoenaed to testify. For .the morning after* s paper the 
managing editor, Charlie Gray, did not liave to be told he needed a major distraction. 

I was in the small nev^oom tliroughout most of it. 

Cliarley caJled the copy boy over, gave him a dollar, told him he had heard that 
school cliildren were getting liigh on aspirin with cokes, and to go out and drinlc as many 
as he could. 

Gokes then were a nickel and all drugstores had soda fountains. 

When the copy boy, Don Hutchinson, retui’ned, he told Qharlie tliat^if he had to drink 
another he*d quits, /uid tb.il^ar. during The Great j3epression. ^ 


-^e did not liave to quit. Chaj/lies, not trusting anyone else to do it, started phoning 
all the quotables he could tliink of to gei/their reaction to tliis nev/ vice of the young. He 
began with the governor, Olayton Douglas Duck, married to a ^uPont. He got the mayor, perk 
h ps more tlian one, the head of the board of education, the principal of V/ilmington* s only 
public high school and I no longer remember the others. And the paper had a large and very 
black banner across the top of the front page.^rh AUu^it' ^ 

Also on the front page \ias about a stick of story reporting that Pierre ^uPont had 
api^ared before tliat Senate coinrdttee and given jjx the Imowledge he acquired in Ms business 
and some of^the wisdom of Ms long life. 

When we had no room for those hearings, of wMch my wife liad all on tliose then-called 
"mercliants of death," and v/licn the United %ne^ Workers was a different uMon and the editor 
of its 'Journal v/as a friend, we gave them to Mm for the TO7 library. 

D was then the youngest on the paper, called '*son" to distinguish from *'boy." 
llext youngest and a friend wound up liandling DuPont*s public relations. 


Please do not taJee time to ansv/er. 



/ 


Weisberg 


